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From a remote corner of a tiny dot on the map that rep- 
resents the island of Sri Lanka, better known among most 
Arabs as “Silan,” and famous around the world for its deli- 
cious tea, came a young man known in the Islamic State as 


Abū Shurayh as-Silani. 


Abū Shurayh # showed great enthusiasm towards religious 
studies from a very young age. Even as a young man, he 
would stand strong and firm when confronted by various 
people of bid’ah in matters of ‘agidah. After completion of 
his studies in Sri Lanka, he continued on in the study of 
Shar?ah abroad. His kindness, devotion, and deep concern 
for the Ummah seemed always to move him in a differ- 
ent direction away from the mundane worldly desires and 
concerns of most people. Having grown up in a village, he 
despised life in the city and always preferred to keep things 
bare and simple. He was also an advocate for physical fit- 
ness and was a master of martial arts, for which he was re- 
nowned. When he left Sri Lanka to perform hijrah, he had 
a prestigious job in the suburbs. Through his travels and his 
own enthusiasm for understanding the matters of religion, 
he gained proficiency in the Arabic and Urdu languages, 
apart from being fluent in English and the native languag- 
es spoken in Sri Lanka. It was neither strange nor rare for 
him to engage in conversation with the local people of ar- 
Raqgah, enjoining good and forbidding evil, giving da’wah, 
and clearing any doubts or apprehensions they might have 


regarding the newly established Khilafah. 


For Abū Shurayh #, the concepts of hijrah and jihad, the 
return of the Khilafah, the great battles that will be fought 
and won, the return of Prophet ‘Isa &., among other relat- 
ed topics were regular conversation with close family and 
friends. He grew up with the dream that he would live to 
see the unravelling of those events that we only read and 
hear about from the books of hadith. He was among the 
few that strongly believed that those times were not far. He 
was loved and respected among family and friends for his 
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kindness, his zeal toward any task he undertook, his subtle 
sense of humor, his insight and understanding concerning 
matters related to religion, and his close commitment to 
parents and family. 


When the dream of khilafah became a reality presenting 
the chance to perform hijrah to a land where the Shari'ah 
of Allah and the Sunnah of His beloved Messenger 
would be revived and upheld, there was nothing that could 
hold him back from answering the call. As occurred with 
many others, it felt as though his entire life seemed to lead 


him to this moment. Hijrah however is no easy task. As 


is the case with all other acts of worship that are beloved 
to Allah, Shaytān stands diligently in the way. His parents 
recall him having said during all the trials they faced before 
embarking upon hijrah, “This is it for me. I want to have 
nothing of this Dunya.” Allah the All-Hearing blessed him 
with not only the opportunity to perform hijrah himself, 
but to lead a party of sixteen others from among his closest 
family members, including his parents, wife, and six chil- 
dren. This is a blessing so rare among the muhajirin of the 
Islamic State. 


Aba Shurayh rarely ever missed giyam al-layl. And 
throughout the last month of his brief life in the bless- 
ed month of Ramadan, he led his family in tarawih ev- 
ery evening, with his beautiful recitation of the Quran. 
He also volunteered for many night shifts in Ramadan at 
ribat checkpoints despite his demanding daytime respon- 
sibilities in da'wah. The niyyah to be on guard and defend 
darul-Islam never left his heart, which is the essence of 
ribat. He was a murabit regardless of his job and where- 
abouts. He also participated in battles for the T3 gas fields 
and Jazal, both in Wilayat Hims. 


Having had the opportunity to serve the Khilafah, through 
the favor and grace of Allah, and doing his duty towards 
his family particularly his children by bringing them from 
darul-kufr to darul-Islam, where they will thrive and grow 
to serve and fight for Allah's religion, by Allah’s permission, 
Abū Shurayh as-Silani attained shahadah by a Nusayri air- 
strike on the city of ar-Raqqah, outside the masjid, after 
maghrib prayer, during the ten most blessed nights of the 
year, on the 25" night of Ramadan 1436. There was one 
airstrike, so he returned to the masjid to check for any ca- 
sualties, and on the way he was killed by a second strike. 


May Allah accept Abū Shurayh and have mercy on him 
and all those who gave their life, wealth, and time for the 
cause of Allah, those whose actions continue to inspire and 


awaken this Ummah, by Allah’s permission. 
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